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Whenever two or three are gathered.   This, from Matthew, was 
what the author was telling us  --  that in our small numbers, God is 
there also.  The same God is present at Twin Lakes and Beth El 
Synagogue, and the Islamic Center and the Latter Day Saints in Ben 
Lomond, and at St. Michaels and St. Lawrence.   The tricky part is 
that each of these groups have their own interpretation of the scrip-
tures.   Each decide which verses are more important than others 
and which should be strictly followed. For Christians there are the 
66 books of the Bible and for Islamic religions, there are 114 in the 
Koran.  All the chapters in all the books were recorded by people.  
Each church decides which directive is still valid by a vote of its 
membership, convention, or leadership.   I believe Islam also has 
both rigid and liberal interpreters of its text.   Therefore, it is easy to 
understand why some religions permit things and others do not.  I 
know some Orthodox Jews who “keep kosher.”   I also know some 
“reform Jews” who eat pork and lobster.  Looking at a plate of bacon 
or a freshly cooked Maine lobster, I would consume them without 
any guilt whatsoever.   So, what does all this have to do with this 
Piper article?    

This month we celebrate the Fourth of July.  That is the date we offi-
cially separated ourselves from King George III.   France celebrates 
July 14 as the day they renounced the aristocracy and proclaimed a 
free French Republic and then proceeded to kill all the aristocrats.   
I have heard the comment many times that “freedom isn’t free.”  
That is correct.  Each period of history is a record of fighting and dy-
ing – winning and losing – and sometimes attempts at genocide.   
The war of independence was particularly gruesome as each side 
lost about 25,000 people.   African American soldiers fighting  
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for the colonies numbered 8,000 while 20,000 fought for the Brit-
ish.   While the colonies won the war, the African American soldiers 
didn’t see their independence for another 80 years.   In fact, the 
Declaration of Independence was signed by the southern states with 
the understanding that the words “all men are created equal” didn’t 
include slaves.   But, as I said before, freedom isn’t free.  Someone 
has to pay for its price. 

I sometimes wonder what would have happened if King George III 
had been a different kind of King and we didn’t need to fight a war.   
I think we would never have changed the words of God Save the 
King to My Country Tis of Thee.  The Episcopal Church would have 
remained the Church of England, and there would be no flag with 
stars and stripes and the population of this country would have in-
creased by 50,000 people.   However,  that’s not the way it hap-
pened.  I do know that sometime along the way, someone would 
have come to power who threatened our way of life, our freedom, 
and we would have had to declare our independence.   Freedom is-
n’t free.  We pay for it every day -- here and other places.  We pledge 
ourselves to help others  win their freedom.  Freedom is something 
that we sometimes take for granted.   St. Paul in his letter to the 
people in Galatia, said “there is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither 
Slave nor free, nor is there male and female, for you are all one in 
Christ Jesus.”   As Christians we help promote that ideology 
throughout the world.  We are all one.    

Being a Christian is also like being a soldier.  We are constantly 
fighting for what we believe.  The road to Calvary is full of obstacles.  
Together (even if it’s two or more of us) we can move those obsta-
cles and reach Calvary on our way to resurrection.   We are Chris-
tian soldiers and we are marching on the path Christ has shown us.  
We are moving onward and our banner is one of love for all of God’s 
people.  Onward Christian Soldiers!     

We are St. Andrews.  We are small in number.  We, however, have 
survived for 120 years.  We have helped give birth to Valley 
Churches United and St. Philips in Scotts Valley.   Our few numbers 
have accomplished so much in showing others about God’s love and 
spreading His word.   I think it doesn’t matter so much how many 
we are or which building we worship in – God is everywhere.  What 
does matter is that our voice is heard and our deeds show our love 
for all people.  Let’s not lose sight of the goal.  We are an example of 
a two thousand year old message that hasn’t changed.   “They that  
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know not love,  know not God, for God IS love.”    It was true 2000 
years ago, the message is true today and will be true in the future.  
God doesn’t change – people do.  We, however, can help others see 
this message through our thoughts, words and actions.   The action 
is love.  That is what is important.  

Rousseau was a French philosopher in the 1700’s.   His book, The 
Social Contract, explains why we have laws and government and the 
bureaucracy that goes with it.   We have free will.  Therefore, we can 
do all sorts of things against humanity and others.  Recognizing 
that, we enter a social contract where we give up certain actions.  
Over the years those become law and we give up our personal right 
to be judge and jury and executioner.  The result is this maze of ju-
risprudence and military order.   Through a cumbersome process, 
we can change the law which is done everyday.   The second thing 
Rousseau said is a quote that the French Revolution used to justify 
its Reign of Terror.  “Man is born free, but everywhere he is in 
chains” which was unfortunate for the aristocracy of France.  How-
ever, he wasn’t talking about that or them.   In a Christian context, 
we was talking  about the chains we place on ourselves.   We are 
born free to love, care, and nurture each other in a peaceful society.  
That works until we develop chains such as wealth, craving for 
power, bigotry, and a disregard for others, and countries lust for 
land.   Twain said it best, “war is God’s way of teaching Americans 
geography.”   

Christianity is an alternative lifestyle for people who just want to 
live in community with each other, without prejudice, accepting 
others, helping others and worshipping God.   Christianity is our 
resurrection.   Jesus got there from Gethsemane to Calvary to the 
empty tomb.    I know if we, even in our small numbers, do God’s 
will and provide an example through words and deeds of showing 
the love of God in this world, we become that parish who reflects 
God’s will in this world. Martin Luther King said “no one is free un-
til we all are free.”   All it takes is a few to make a difference.  All it 
takes is our determination to help others lift their chains which keep 
them from loving all of God’s children.  Will you be part of our mis-
sion?   Will you help others?  Our numbers are not as important as 
our determination to radiate the love of God.  Let us march forward.  
We can make a difference.  Onward Christian soldiers! 

Steve LaFever – Senior Warden – St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church.    
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Bishop Lucinda Ashby and the leaders of the Episcopal Diocese of 

El Camino Real have acknowledged with sadness the recent in-

crease in violence towards Asian American and Pacific Islander 

(AAPI) people. In a statement of solidarity with the AAPI commu-

nity released June 2, the leaders “utterly condemn all violent and 

discriminatory acts (physical, verbal and published) against the 

AAPI community, and call for justice and protection from such 

actions.” 

The June 2 statement cites the many contributions of Asian Ameri-

cans to the nation, as well as the structural racism and anti-

immigrant policies they have endured. “More recently, Asians in 

the U.S. have been scapegoated and blamed for the corona virus at 

federal, state, and local levels,” it reads. “This political rhetoric 

has served to fuel violence and heightened acts of racism. We call 

on the civil authorities to do all in their power to ensure safety, 

equality, fairness and justice for our fellow Americans. We also 

call on California educational institutions to include the significant 

contributions by AAPI people to America’s history and develop-

ment.” 

The statement closes by noting that God loves all people equally 

and that Jesus had a special ministry with those who were margin-

alized. “We assure all Asian American and Pacific Islander people 

of our deep respect for the unique contributions and gifts they 

bring, refreshing and glorifying our shared Body.” Read the full 

letter here. 

Bishop, diocesan leaders 
condemn violence 

against Asian Americans 
JUNE 15, 2021 

DIOCESAN NEWS 
POSTED BY ELROND LAWRENCE 

 
REPRINTED FROM: 

HTTPS://REALEPISCOPAL.ORG/DIOCESAN-
LEADERS-CONDEMN-VIOLENCE-AGAINST-

ASIAN-AMERICANS/ 

https://mcusercontent.com/99ebbaf4cee8d012c9edafe60/files/6232055d-ff14-55e5-6df7-8ccd2f704955/AAPI_Statement_6_21_fin.pdf
https://mcusercontent.com/99ebbaf4cee8d012c9edafe60/files/6232055d-ff14-55e5-6df7-8ccd2f704955/AAPI_Statement_6_21_fin.pdf
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Making New Memories 

Join us after church services on July 11 to cele-

brate Rochelle and Dan Kelly on the move into 

their new home!! They are looking forward to  

“Making New Memories” … 

If you would like to help furnish their new home, 

please bring a treasured item that you want to 

share with them. OR Rochelle has created a wish 

list – just visit Amazon.com, click on Registry (on 

the menu bar), enter Rochelle Kelly in the name 

block, and click on Custom Gift List. The list name 

is  

Making New Memories. 

https://www.amazon.com/registries/custom/search?name=Rochelle%20Kelly&ref_=gr-landing
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101 Reasons to be Episcopalian 

Reason 93 

However you like to worship, there are 

Episcopalians that like doing that too. 

Andrew Whetmore 

 Diocese of Rhode Island 

POTLUCK SUPPER WITH 

THE BISHOP 

Bishop Lucinda Ashby was with us 

on Sunday June 27.  It was a 

memorable event and she deliv-

ered a  meaningful sermon which 

spoke to all of us at St. Andrew’s.  

She will return to St. Andrew’s on 

Monday, July 26 in the evening.   

We would like to host a potluck 

supper at 6:00 PM.  Followed by 

some ideas she wants to share 

with us about pastoral leadership for our parish.  I hope 

everyone can be here to talk about our future and its di-

rection.    Our Fundraising committee will be organizing 

this event.    For potluck details contact Susan Greer at  

sgreerincruz@gmail.com 

mailto:mailto:sgreerincruz@gmail.com
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St. Andrews Episcopal 

Church 

Ben Lomond 

Book and Bake Sale 

Saturday, August 21, 11 am - 4 pm 

Are you looking for a new mystery novel … or a 

children’s book … or a biography …. Come to St. 

Andrews to browse our great selection of books – 

many topics – hardcover and paperback – and take 

home a few selections for your reading enjoyment. 

AND pick up some special 

treats made by the loving 

hands of the master bakers 

of St. Andrews!! Cakes, 

cupcakes, cookies, brown-

ies, and other treats! 

If you have books to donate for the sale, please bring 

them by the Church no later than Saturday, August 14. 

Please only donate books that are clean and  

gently read.  
Located at the corner of Riverside Avenue and Glen Arbor Drive 
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LIFT EVERY VOICE AND SING 

Lift ev'ry voice and sing, Till earth and heaven ring. 

Ring with the harmonies of Liberty; Let our rejoicing rise, 
High as the list'ning skies, Let it resound loud as the rolling 

sea. 
Sing a song full of the faith that the dark past has taught us, 
Sing a song full of the hope that the present has brought us; 

Facing the rising sun of our new day begun, Let us march on 
till victory is won. 

  
Stony the road we trod, Bitter the chast'ning rod, Felt in the 
days when hope unborn had died;  Yet with a steady beat,  

Have not our weary feet, 
Come to the place for which our fathers sighed? We have 
come over a way that with tears has been watered,  We have 

come, treading our path through the blood of the slaugh-
tered,  Out from the gloomy past, 

Till now we stand at last  Where the bright gleam of our 
bright star is cast. 
 

God of our weary years,  God of our silent tears, 
Thou who has brought us thus far on the way;  Thou who 
has by Thy might, 

Led us into the light,  Keep us for-
ever in the path, we pray. 

Lest our feet stray from the places, 
our God, where we met Thee, 
Lest our hearts, drunk with the wine 

of the world, we forget Thee, 
Shadowed beneath thy hand,  May 

we forever stand,  True to our God, 

True to our native land. 
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Whisk Dijon mustard, cider vinegar, rice vinegar, salt, sugar and cayenne 

together in a large bowl for about 30 seconds. Whisk in olive oil in 1 tea-

spoon increments until emulsified. Whisk in spices. Reserve one-half of 

the dressing in a separate small bowl. 

Boil a large pot of lightly salted water. Cook rotini at a boil until tender, 

about 8 minutes. Add snow peas, carrots, peas, and broccoli about 2 min-

utes before the pasta is done. Drain pasta and veggies, but do not rinse. 

Transfer hot pasta to the vinaigrette in a large mixing bowl and toss well 

to combine. Let it rest for 5 minutes and toss again. Toss occasionally 

until the mixture is almost room temperature, about 20 minutes. 

Add the remaining veggies and the reserved dressing 

and toss well. Garnish with fresh parsley. 

Wrap and chill in the refrigerator for 3-4 hours before 

serving. Toss and add salt and pepper as needed. 

Vinaigrette 

3 Tbsp Dijon mustard 

¼ cup cider vinegar 

¼ cup rice vinegar 

1 tsp kosher salt 

2 tsp white sugar 

Pinch cayenne pepper 

1 cup olive oil 

2 tsp chopped fresh tarragon 

2 tsp chopped fresh dill 

2 tsp chopped fresh Italian parsley 

1 tsp chopped fresh chives 

1 tsp chopped fresh thyme 

Salad 

1 pound rotini pasta 

1 cup sliced snow peas (or sugar snap 

peas) 

1 cup thinly sliced carrots 

½ cup shelled English peas 

1 cup broccoli florets 

½ cup diced bell peppers 

1 cup sliced cherry tomatoes 

¼ cup finely diced red onion 

2 tbsp sliced green onions 

1 tsp kosher salt, or to taste 

 

Perfect Pasta Salad 

Garden of     Eatin’ 
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7 Ken Madonia 

8 Sue Roe 

13 Deidre Guindon 

18 Miles Redman 

30 Peggy Dwyer 

31 Erin Newfield 

2 Chris Fogarty 

5 Dan Kelly 

7 Jim Lieb 

10 Emma Zilge 

14 Mark Carling 

15 Diane Dearinger 

17 Shirley Greenwood 

18 Becky Rooks 

26 Colin Whitby-Strevens 

27 Rob Carling 

29 Jennifer Kennedy 

30 Susan Greer 
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How Much Do You Know About 
the Fourth of July? 

1.  What historical event do Americans celebrate 
on the Fourth of July? 
 Official signing of the Declaration of Independence 
 George Washington's birthday 
 The first shots of the American Revolution 
 Formal adoption of the Declaration of Independence 
2.  When were fireworks first used in an official Fourth of July cele-
bration? 
 1777   
 1812 
 1876  
 1901 
3.  Which president first held a Fourth of July celebration at the     
White House? 
 George Washington 
 John Adams 
 Thomas Jefferson   
 James Madison 
4.  Which newspaper first printed the Declaration of Independence? 
 The Philadelphia Eagle 
 The New York Times 
 The Pennsylvania Evening Post   
 The National Enquirer 
5. Which two U.S. presidents died on July 4 in the same year? 

 Thomas Jefferson and John Adams  
 James Monroe and Martin Van Buren 
 Millard Fillmore and Andrew Johnson 
 William Howard Taft and Warren G. Harding 
6.  Which U.S. president was born on Independence Day? 

 Calvin Coolidge  
 James Buchanan 
 Lyndon B. Johnson 
 Ronald Reagan 
7.  What is the estimated number of people living in the 13 colonies 
on July 4, 1776? 

 2.5 million   
 9 million 
 15 million 
 30 million 
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Bakers and Workers 

We need cookies, cakes, cupcakes, brownies and any 

other baking treats to sell at the Book and Bake Sale 

next month.  In addition, we need helpers on the day 

of the event. 

There will be a sign up sheet posted at church or con-

tact Susan Greer at:  sgreerincruz@gmail.com to add your 

contribution. 

Please consider helping out with baking or as a same 

day helper. 

8.  When did the Fourth of July become a federal holiday? 
 1777 
 1870 
 1876  
 It's a state holiday, not a federal holiday 
9.  Which of the following was not one of the original 13 American 
Colonies? 

 Vermont   
 Georgia 
 Massachusetts 
 North Carolina 
10.  What baseball player threw a 4-0 no-hitter against the Boston 
Red Sox on July 4, 1983? 

 Jim Palmer of the Baltimore Orioles 
 Orel Hershiser of the Los Angeles Dodgers 
 Jack Morris of the Detroit Tigers 
 Dave Righetti of the New York Yankees  

mailto:mailto:sgreerincruz@gmail.com
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Answers to How Much Do You Know About the 
Fourth of July? 

1.  What historical event do Americans celebrate on the Fourth of 
July? Formal adoption of the Declaration of Independence On July 
2, 1776, the Continental Congress voted to approve a motion by Vir-
ginia to separate from Great Britain. Two days later, the declaration 
proclaiming the independence of the United States of America from 
Great Britain and its king was formally adopted by 12 Colonies.  
 2.  When were fireworks first used in an official Fourth of July cele-
bration?  1777  Congress authorized using fireworks to help mark 
the first anniversary of the Declaration of Independence. The cele-
bration, which took place in Philadelphia, also included bonfires 
and bells.  
3.  Which president first held a Fourth of July celebration at the 
White House?  Thomas Jefferson  Though John Adams was the first 
president to occupy the White House, it was Thomas Jefferson who, 
on July 4, 1801, opened the Executive Mansion to diplomats, civil 
and military officers and Cherokee chiefs. The Marine Band per-
formed "The President's March" (later retitled "Hail, Columbia") 
and other patriotic airs.  
4.  Which newspaper first printed the Declaration of Independence? 
  The Pennsylvania Evening Post  After John Dunlap of Philadelphia 
printed copies of the declaration for the Continental Congress on 
July 4, 1776, printers throughout the Colonies produced their own 
versions. The one from the Pennsylvania Evening Post came out on 
July 6, 1776.  
5.  Which two U.S. presidents died on July 4 in the same year? 
Thomas Jefferson and John Adams  The two former presidents, 
once fellow patriots and later political rivals, died within hours of 
each other on July 4, 1826. Jefferson was 83; Adams, 90. 
6. Which U.S. president was born on Independence Day? 
Calvin Coolidge  The 30th president was born on July 4, 1872, in 
Plymouth Notch, Vt. He's the only president born on Independence 
Day. 
7.  What is the estimated number of people living in the 13 colonies 
on July 4, 1776?  2.5 million  The estimate comes from the U.S. Cen-
sus Bureau. 
8.  When did the Fourth of July become a federal holiday?  1870   
Congress reaffirmed the holiday in 1938 and mandated full pay for 
federal employees.  
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9.  Which of the following was not one of the original 13 Ameri-
can Colonies? 

Vermont  The other 10 were: Connecticut, Delaware, Mary-
land, New Hampshire, New Jersey, New York, Pennsylvania, 
Rhode Island, South Carolina, and Virginia. The Colonies be-
came the first 13 states. Vermont became the 14th on March 4, 
1791. 
10.  What baseball player threw a 4-0 no-hitter against the 
Boston Red Sox on July 4, 1983?   Dave Righetti of the New 
York Yankees  It was the Yankees' first no-hitter in 27 years. 

siLly STuFf 

What did the colonists 

wear to the Boston Tea 

Party? 

 

 

 

What’s the difference be-

tween a duck and 

George Washington? 

T-shirts 

One has a bill on it’s face and the other has his face 

on a bill 
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