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Fellow Parishioners: 
  
Here we are in February already. While I am writing this before the 
coming weekend and “Super Bowl” Sunday a good number of you 
will not be reading this until after the weekend. I know I try to keep 
the focus of our ministry upon the Gospel and God’s message of 
Love and I pray that both sides in the coming game will perform 
their best, (I do love a good game). All I have to say here on Thurs-
day when I write this is GO Niners! 
  
We continue to be in the season of Epiphany. It is a time for the 
faithful to realize or understand anew who Jesus was, is and will 
be. Wow that is hard. Most of you come to this faith community be-
cause you already know who Jesus is. You already know his mes-
sage and the purpose for his being. You have read the scriptures, 
heard the Gospel. So what is this season for then? I contend it is for 
our faith and our understanding and connection to God’s teachings 
and Word to deepen. In a way different than our prayer and sacri-
fice in Lent we deepen our knowing of Emmanuel. We see what the 
incarnation means differently. 
  
We at St. Andrew’s at least since I’ve been here have used the com-
mon ending to the readings from the Book of Common Prayer. 
There are other sources we could be using. I would like to offer up 
for your contemplation the closing statement added as an option in 
the book Enriching Our Worship. I’m pretty sure during the past 
years you have used resources from its pages. The ending phrase 
“Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people” is one I am particu-
larly fond of as it conveys the sense of what it means to hear the 
Word you have heard so many times in perhaps a new and inspira-
tional way. It says, “I know you have heard this before, but hear 
how the Holy Spirit is revealing it to you today – Through today’s 
ears and circumstances.” As we struggle as a community of faith to 
keep our scriptures fresh and current I recommend we listen to the 
readings each week in this light and I would like to hear from you  
all about how you would feel about us changing the words we read 
liturgically to this phrase as opposed to “The Word of the Lord.” 



 The end of this month also brings the beginning of Lent. Ash 
Wednesday is on February 26th. This year I will again be distrib-
uting Ashes to Go, but will be moving to outside of Safeway in 
Felton. We will have our Ash Wednesday Service at 5:00 PM that 
day. I will also be trying something new regarding our Lenten se-
ries. Instead of having a Lenten Soup Supper on Tuesday nights 
we will be having a Lenten Soup luncheon at 1:00 PM on Sundays 
during Lent – Up to and including Palm Sunday. As we get older 
many of us don’t like going out at night, the oncoming headlights 
can make seeing problematic. So we will be moving more of our 
activities like the Advent and Lenten offerings to Sunday after-
noons. I hope to see you all there. 
  
I want to thank you all for a well attended and successful Annual 
Meeting this past week. I believe we started a good discussion. I 
want to thank the outgoing Vestry Members again and let you 
know that Rochelle Kelly has graciously consented to continue as 
Senior Warden. We all seem to be willing to do what we can to 
make St. Andrews a viable and on-going place of worship and 
ministry and even though we may (many of us) be long in the 
tooth we don’t seem to be frightened of looking for new ways to 
succeed. I pray we hear what the Spirit is saying to us and that we 
may travel where she calls us to go. 
  
This is all I have this month. May the Good Lord keep you and 
yours safe. May God hold you and keep you. Remember the Lord 
has not stopped revealing him or herself in the World so let’s be 
mindful and vigilant for the Spirit working in our lives this 
Epiphany and all the days of our lives. 
  
I remain yours in Christ. 
  
Blessings 
 
Rob+ 
  
Rob Neville - Priest in charge, St. Andrew's Episcopal Church Ben Lomond 
101 Riverside Avenue, Ben Lomond, CA 95005 - (831) 336-5994 - starec-
tor@sbcglobal.net 

https://maps.google.com/?q=101+Riverside+Avenue,+Ben+Lomond,+CA+95005+-+(831&entry=gmail&source=g
mailto:starector@sbcglobal.net
mailto:starector@sbcglobal.net


Dear Friends in Christ, 
 
I will be Senior Warden, again, this year. This is a position that I 
gladly fill and take very seriously. Please know that you can email 
or call me anytime, or talk in person, of course, if you have ideas, 
concerns or good news. The Vestry considers your input very im-
portant.  
 
A thank you to Kim Rooks, Steve Lafever and Judyth Suttle who 
are going off the Vestry this year. Their hard work and dedication 
have been invaluable to us. 
 
You know that we are facing some difficult financial times at St. 
Andrew’s. We have a deficit income going forward with our 2020 
budget which is labeled “income in faith.” Please pray and help us 
with ideas on keeping our doors open for years to come as the com-
munity church. 
 
On a lighter note, a huge thank you to David Greer for joining the 
Vestry this year. Also, a thank you to Rachel McCollough-Sanden 
and David Greer for becoming Eucharistic Ministers and to Donna 
for coming back as an EM after her hand surgery. These are such 
important ministries and are really appreciated! 
 
So many people work so hard to keep our church alive and well, 
spiritually and physically. A huge thank you to you all. Below is an 
“Ode to Volunteers” that I discovered and want to share with you.  
 
With love, 
Rochelle 

Open Letter from our Senior Warden 

 
 

Every Thursday  
10:30am-12 noon  

All are welcome, bring a friend.  
 



Ode to Church Volunteers 
 

There are many among you who volunteer here 
You volunteer tirelessly and (usually) with cheer. 
 
Even though we ask you at the last minute, 
If it needs to be done, we can count on you to do it. 
 
You help wash and dry the dishes 
You plant or uproot stuff based on our wishes. 
 
Some flip pancakes, some fetch donuts 
How coffee get made is quite beyond us. 
 
You decorate the church and then take it down 
You host the fun things we do around town. 
 
You greet and usher and serve communion 
Every Sunday is like a volunteer reunion 
 
Some of you sing and you hit the right notes 
Others play music great composers wrote. 
 
You shuffle papers for mailings and fold the bulletins 
You lead classes and meetings no matter what room they’re in 
 
You commit for a day, a month or the year, 
When you see staff coming, you cower in fear. 
 
It’s not that you’re “Done”, you are just overcommitted 
As you are kind, generous, gorgeous and quick witted 
 
Every great volunteer is in great demand 
Without you these big and little jobs can get out of hand 
 
We know you have lives and it’s hard to commit 
We hope the difference you know you make, makes all this worth it. 
 
The impact of your kindness brings many folks cheer, 
St. Andrew’s volunteers: we are in awe of you this year! 
 
Thank you, thank you and thank you again 
Well done faithful servants, well done, our friends! 



. . . a reflection about Pandora's Box 
Many are familiar with the story of Pandora's Box.  It was a gift 
with the instructions to never open it.  However, humanity  has 
been blessed and cursed with curiosity.  Therefore, the box was 
opened and out flew every trouble known to humanity. Strife, sick-
ness, toil and myriad other ills escaped to afflict men and women 
forever more. Pandora managed to keep one spirit in the jar as she 
shut the lid, a timid sprite named Elpis, which means "hope." 
I took a course in Comparative Theology.  Of the books required, 
one was about liberation theology by Paolo Friere titled Pedagogy 
of the Oppressed, another by Gustavo Gutierrez, A History of Lib-
eration Theology,  and another, Theology of Hope by the German 
theologian, Juergan Moltmann.  It is Moltmann's book that best 
ties in the story of Pandoras Box. 
Moltmann states, that "when following the Theology of Hope, a 
Christian should find hope in the future but also experience much 
discontentment with the way the world is now, corrupt and full of 
sin." However, "hope strengthens faith and aids a believer into liv-
ing a life of love, and directing them toward a new creation of all 
things. It creates in a believer a 'passion for the possible'"  
Moltmann developed a form of liberation theology predicated on 
the view that God suffers with humanity, while also promising hu-
manity a better future through a theology of hope.  
 
The important message is that God suffers with humanity. Jesus 
said that whatever you do to the least of his people you do to Him.  
There you have it.  The evil done to others is also done to God.  God 
suffers with us.   That is why it's so important to make sure our ac-
tions are born out of a spirit of Love.  Those who advocate inclu-
sion, acceptance and understanding are motivated believing in a 
theology of hope. I think Dostoevsky said it best, " Totally without 
hope one cannot live. To live without hope is to cease to live. Hell is 
hopelessness. It is no accident that above the entrance to Dante's 
hell is the inscription: "Leave behind all hope, you who enter here."  
Indeed without hope the world becomes an evil inferno.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Liberation_theology


Hope becomes the bread of life.  Alexander Pope said "hope 
springs eternal."  Indeed it does.  As Christians hope was born in 
a baby named Jesus.  God's love for us in this holy infant proves 
how God wants us to know that there is hope in this world and 
that hope is  
Love!   God suffers with us, and therefore gives us hope that 
through Love we might change the world and drive those evil 
spirits back into the box from where they came!   It is up to us, 
each of us, to show God's love in all that we say and do, and to 
spread that love to everyone without exception.    
 
I want to leave you two passages from the Bible.     "They that 
knoweth not love, knoweth not God, for God is love."  1John 4:8.   
And from Galatians 3:28, " There is no longer Jew or Greek, there 
is no longer slave or free, there is no longer male and female; for 
all of you are one in Christ Jesus."   
 
Bishop Curry tells us as that  " Through the way of love, He has 
shown us the way to be right and reconciled with the God and 
Creator of us all. We who follow Jesus have made a choice to walk 
a different way: the way of disciplined, intentional, passionate, 
compassionate, mobilized, organized love intent on creating 
God’s Beloved Community on earth.  We will walk there … to-
gether. We will make this soil on which we live more and more 
like God’s own Promised Land. So God love you. God bless you. 
And let’s all keep the faith."   
 

Evening Prayer-Wednesdays– 
at 4 PM 

It’s brief, quiet, and a great way to refill 
your spiritual tank half way through the 

week. 



The following article was submitted by Ed Butler. 
The photo is not intended to represent any particular ole geezers, just ole 
geezers in general)  

 
Thoughts from the 'ole Geezer 

I read the article from Steve's Corner and it made 
me think. I thank God that people are out there 

feeding the homeless. We have participated in the past and I am 
sure there are individuals in our congregation doing it now. It was 
difficult for us to sustain that beautiful work. It is also wonderful 
we are observing what the community outside of us is doing. It is 
difficult to try and read the news and get any positive " Loving " in-
formation. And then if you try to watch or for you younger people, " 
tweet " on T.V. or your computer it comes to and I quote, " Believe 
half of what you see and Nothing what you hear". 
That’s where the Bible comes in, for me. I have that " old feeling ". I 
have gone to Saint Andrews my whole life. Oh yes when I was 15 or 
16 I was a "little" less than regular and when I got back from Viet-
nam and attended San Jose State and San Francisco, I was a " cool 
" cucumber. But always I had the Bible. It has been my rock, my 
comfort and tranquility. The words soothe me. I cannot quote like 
some of my best friends. My old Fire Chief can quote the Bible on a 
" dimes notice". It just dawned on me, that’s why I probably just 
stayed a Battalion Chief. 
Thank God. 
Anyway, it seems to me that the Bible that has been there, Always. 
Us Episcopalians have not always been properly introduced to the 
word. Yes, we do have the Epistle reading and the Gospel readings 
and we do throw in an old Testament reading along with a Psalm 
but do we really inwardly digest them? If we do not have our Com-
mon Prayer book to guide us, I do not think we really "feel" or in-
wardly digest. I remember when Father Keith used the saying 
" inwardly digest" for the first time I heard it and I loved it. 
We need the word of God in our life everyday. Come to church. 
Come to Bible Study. With the Love of God in you that comes from 
the Word, a whole new world opens up to you. 
Thanks be to God. 



2 Dena Robertson 13 Ray Schmidt 

2 Mary Smith 19 Isabella Landeros 

4 Rochelle Kelly 20 Teresa Ruff 

4 Gene Kodner 24 Angela Bauer 

7 Alexander Cadell 25 Ralph LeRoux 

10 Paula Madonia 26 Brett McPherson 

13 Tedd Parske   

A Kid’s View 
Submitted by Jennifer Kennedy 

 
Nine year old Joey was asked by his mother what he had learned 
in Sunday School. 
“Well, Mom, our teacher told us how God sent Moses behind en-
emy lines on a rescue mission into lead the Israelites our of Egypt. 
When he got to the Red Sea, he had his engineers build a pontoon 
bridge, and all the people walked across safely.  He used his 
walkie=talkie to radio headquarters and call in an air strike.  They 
sent in bombers to blow 
up the bridge and all the 
Israelites were saved.” 
“Now, Joey, is that 
REALLY what your 
teacher taught you?” his 
mother asked. 
“Well, no, Mom, but if I 
told it the way the 
teacher did, you’d never 
believe it!” 



Go out and find a cute “heart-shaped “ 
bowl and add your loved ones  

favorite  pudding, ice cream, cake or 

pie.   

Angel in the Kitchen 
Feel'n good when cook'n 
Sharing the love of God 

through your love of cooking 

Here’s another cookie recipe from the Christmas Cookie Exchange. 
 

White Chocolate Cranberry Cookies 
From the kitchen of Shirley Greenwood 

 

Ingredients:  1/2 cup unsalted butter, softened, 1/2 cup packed 

light brown sugar, 1/2 cup granulated sugar, 1 tablespoon vanilla 

extract, 1 large egg, 1 1/2 cups all-purpose flour, 1 1/2 tsp baking 

soda, 1 cup dried cranberries, chopped3/4 cup white chocolate 

chips, 3/4 cup macadamia nuts, chopped 

Directions:  Preheat oven to 350*. Line 2 backing sheets with 

parchment paper. 

Cream butter and both sugars until smooth.  Add the vanilla and 

egg mixing well. 

Sift together the flour and baking soda. With mixer on low speed, 

spoon the flour mixture gradually into the creamed sugar mixture.  

Stir in the cranberries, white chocolate chips and nuts. 

Drop by heaping spoonfuls, about 2 tablespoons, onto baking 

sheets, 2 inches apart. 

Bake one sheet at a time until lightly golden on tope and the sides 

are set.  12-15 minutes.  Cool on the sheet for about 5 minute before 

transferring to baking rack to cool completely. 



 
The 2020 St. Andrew’s Vestry Members 

Rev. Rob Neville, Priest-In-Charge 
Rochelle Kelly, Senior Warden 

Jerry Fishel, Junior Warden 
Cindy Garay 
David Greer 
Sara Hector 

Cathy Newfield 
John Woolliscroft 

101 Reasons to be Episcopalian 
Reason 87 

We don’t have all the answers, but we wel-

come others who love the questions. 
The Rev. Wilifred Allen-Faiella 

Diocese of Southeast Florida 

Dates to Remember in February 
 

Saturday, Feb. 8th, 9am-Men’s Breakfast at Rocky’s in Felton 
 
Shrove Tuesday, Feb. 25, 6pm-Pancake Supper 
 
 

Ash Wednesday, Feb. 26 at noon-Father Rob will be at 
the Felton Faire Safeway for “Ashes on the Go”. 
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