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Fellow Parishioners: 

  

The beginning of December brings about the start of Advent and a new litur-

gical year. Advent is the season of waiting for the promise of Emmanuel, the 

prophecy fulfilled and so God with us. It is our task to make room in our 

lives for God to enter in. 

  

There are many things in life which mirror this process. The coming of a 

child means preparing their room or clearing a space for the child to live. 

Moving to a new home, often means going through the belongings and dis-

carding that which is no longer needed or useful. Advent though is a spiritual 

process and one which happens for us in the church yearly. The question then 

becomes, what am I or what are we going to do differently this year? Will we 

allow this to become a transformational process or will is be perhaps a wait-

ing period for the celebration of Jesus’ birth? It is hard for it not to be just 

about preparation for Jesus’ birthday party and the gathering of friends and 

family. The season starts on our secular Thanksgiving (And I hope you all 

had a joy filled Thanksgiving Day) and a month later we collapse Christmas 

morning or later in the day as the Holidays crescendo. 

  

Our task as community of faith is whichever way we approach Advent to 

bring the Holy to the Holidays, to not let the bustle and preparation cause us 

to forget that we have much to be thankful for. In the end of the season we 

can be thankful for and celebrate that God is truly with us. 

  

Advent also brings about a couple of changes, mostly to my schedule. I will 

now be in the office on Tuesdays and Thursdays from roughly 9-5 depending 

upon what else is happening that week. I’ll still be there for the men’s break-

fast on the second Saturday morning monthly and with Vestry meetings, di-

ocesan schedules, etc. the hours might vary week to week; however, if you 

need to schedule time with me Tuesdays or Thursday afternoons are best. I 

can also meet with people after the Sunday services with advanced notice. 

Bible study will still happen Thursday mornings at 10:30, and all of you are 

welcome to stop in anytime. 

  

There will be an Advent series starting on Dec. 3rd at 5:00. This will be a 

“bring something to eat/share” event and it will last the first three Tuesday 

nights,  lasting about one and a half to two hours. There will be a Lenten 

Soup supper (in Lent of course) coming also on Tuesday evenings. 
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I would also like to thank all of you for the hard work you put in over the 

Fall. Our successful fund raisers and the Kirking from a week ago all went 

very well. It appears we will have made it through our calendar year in the 

black financially. The work does not stop, however, so this Stewardship 

season please be generous. Also a note about actually pledging. Please do. 

This is not a promissory note you are signing. We will not bill you for 

your pledge (we don’t do that). It does allow us to plan and make deci-

sions through the year, which we have a problem with when the data is 

not known. 

  

This year, January 11th marks the transition to a new Bishop. The most 

current information about this will be on the Diocese of El Camino web-

site. I expect you will be asking me about it, and human that I am I might 

not have the most current data, but the website should. Check there. There 

will likely be changes to our Diocese over the coming years and we can 

have input I’m sure with the new Bishop so I encourage you all to discuss 

what you see and hear. Along those lines I am certain our new Bishop will 

want to know the direction of our community in the coming decade. We 

have an opportunity to hopefully make conscious choices about how we 

want our community to change. We all are at (for the most part) a time in 

our lives when we are slowing, when the plans we made in the past have 

come to completion. What are we to do now, for the rest of our lives, as 

individuals and as a Church here in Ben Lomond? Let’s start that discus-

sion in earnest. 

  

Well that’s all for now. Again I want to thank you all for your efforts this 

Fall. The next few weeks I am sure will fly by. Let me know how I can 

best serve you as we walk this walk of Christ together. 

  

I hope you all have a joyful and prosperous Advent. 

  

I remain yours in Christ. 

  

Blessings 

  

Rob+ 
  
Rob Neville - Priest in charge, St. Andrew's Episcopal Church Ben Lomond 
101 Riverside Avenue, Ben Lomond, CA 95005 - (831) 336-5994-
starector@sbcglocal.net 
starector@sbcglobal.net    

mailto:starector@sbcglobal.net
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Some of the golfers waiting to see if they have a winning ticket. 

Golfers, supporters of St. Andrew’s and some of St. Andrew’s 

parishioners enjoying the festivities. 
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St. Andrew’s Golf Tournament Fund-
raiser 

A good time was had by all at the St. Andrew’s 
Golf Tournament held on October 19th at the 
Boulder Creek Golf Course. There were 44 
players who played 9 holes in a mixed scram-
ble format. The tournament was followed by a 
delicious tri-tip barbecue with fantastic side 
dishes provided by our own parish members. A 
raffle was held for over 20 donated items. 
Thanks to everyone’s hard work, we made 
$3200 which helps greatly with our budget! 



6  

. . . and they will know we are Christians by our love 

In 1604 in England, King James I, presided over the Hampton 
Court conference.   The Puritans who had broken from the Anglican 
Church had brought demands to the conference.  The result, they 
hoped, would allow them to be recognized as an accepted spin-off 
of Anglicanism.  In the only demand that was granted, King James I 
was asked to create an English version of the Bible because of the 
problems of the earlier translations perceived by the Puritans.   He 
did and forty seven men were chosen to undergo this task which 
was completed in 1611.  Result:  The King James Version of the Bi-
ble. 

In 1619, a group of these Puritans landed in Provincetown, Massa-
chusetts where they were free to worship their brand of Calvinism.  
They stayed there a year, lived on the Mayflower,  and decided they 
didn’t like it too much.   So . . . up anchor and down the coast to 
Plymouth where a rock to stand on greeted them in December of 
1620, and there they stayed.  The Wampanoag Indians helped them 
survive the winter and in April of 1620 a treaty was signed with 
Chief Massasoit, sachem of the Wampanoag.   In the fall the Pil-
grims celebrated a harvest dinner with the Wampanoag  to cele-
brate surviving the New England winter.  The peace treaty lasted 
for many years.  The Native Americans didn’t believe they owned 
the land but were caretakers of the land and were allowing the colo-
nists to share the land with them. The Pilgrim’s came from another 
tradition where land was owned.  Today we call that celebration, or 
Harvest Dinner as they called it, Thanksgiving.  The Native Ameri-
cans have come to refer to it as a day of mourning.  The idea of land 
ownership was appealing to the people arriving in the New World 
and took full advantage of that ideology.  The caretakers were 
pushed away in favor of the new land owners.   …and they will know 
we are Christians by our love. 

We are waiting for the coming, the advent, of baby Jesus.  Jesus 
signifies God’s love for us and our love for one another.  As I look 
around the world, I have come to dislike the news.  Each day the 
news talks about killings, robberies, rapes, a child bullied and killed 
because they are different, and many other atrocities.   

Thoughts from our Junior Warden 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Puritan
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What is the answer?   Well if there was one, the news would be dif-
ferent.  It seems that the Gospel of Love is something we each have 
to exercise in our own lives.  It is there in everyone.  It just has to be 
ignited and let out.   So many things stop this from happening.  The 
answer is not going to come from the multitude, but by individuals.  
People we see as champions of that love were and are just individu-
als who have come to believe that we are all equal in the eyes of God 
and do something about it. They tell others about it.  They let it 
show in all they say and do.  They inspire others to do the same. It 
takes courage to be a Christian.  It takes courage to love the de-
spised, the refuge of society, those who need care.  However, it is 
what we are called to do if we are to truly live the Gospel.   ...and 
they will know we are Christians by our love. 

Jesus asks Peter, “Lovest thou me." three times?  Peter's response 
each time is an emphatic "yes!".  Jesus responds to Peter each time, 
"then, feed my sheep.”  People are longing for an answer.  The 
answer they are receiving most of the time isn’t about love.   As 
Bishop Curry says, “if it’s not about love, it’s not about Jesus! Love 
can help and heal when nothing else can. There’s power in love to 
lift up and liberate when nothing else will.”  Love will help us suc-
ceed with this messy condition we call life. 

We have given Thanks during our Harvest Dinner for the year we 
have just muddled through, and now Mary is about to give birth to 
a son who will change the world forever.  That change contains a 
powerful message of acceptance and care for others.  It mandates 
us to reach out to those who need our love.  It demands we “feed his 
sheep.”  For whatever we do to the least of His people, we do to 
Him!    …and they will know we are Christians by our love!.   
Merry Christmas one and all . 

This article was submitted by our Jr. Warden, Steve LaFever. 

Evening Prayer-Wednesdays– at 4 PM 

It’s brief, quiet, and a great way to refill your 

spiritual tank half way through the week. 

Join us.  
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St. Andrew’s Harvest Brunch 

This year due to a number of factors we had a brunch instead of a 

dinner.  The Stewardship committee members where concerned that 

there might not be enough food, but there was an abundance of deli-

cious food.   Photos by Steve LaFever 

Valley Churches United Thanksgiving and Christmas  

Projects 

VCU Thanksgiving Project Statistics show that 1 of every 5 children 
live in poverty-level income homes, and often go to bed hungry. A 
great way to help the less fortunate in our own valley is to prepare a 
bag of food for a Christmas dinner and to replenish the VCU food pan-
try. Some suggested items: Macaroni and cheese, cereal, boxed rice, 
soups, canned: fruit, vegetables, beans, meat, tuna, meals (spaghetti, 
etc.), peanut butter and jelly and a local grocery store gift certificate 
for perishable items.  Valley Churches United will gladly accept these 
donations.   Also, in the Parish hall there are paper stockings with a 
child's name.  Each stocking contains a wish list from a needy child 
who's family can't afford to purchase for them.  They aren't expensive 
items, and the joy that brings to the children who  
receive those gifts are a symbol of our love and care of our neighbors.   
A child’s smile is worth so much. 
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SCOTTISH SHORTBREAD COOKIES  

Recipe from Sue Roe 

1 cup butter   2 ½ cups flour  

½ cup sugar   pinch salt 

 

Have butter at room temperature. Cream until fluffy. Gradually 

add sugar and salt; continue to cream until smooth and fluffy. 

Gradually work in flour. Knead with a wooden spoon or clean 

hands until well blended. 

 

Press out (do not roll) until about ½ inch thick. Prick all over with 

a fork. Cut into finger shapes, diamonds, or squares. Bake on an 

ungreased cookie sheet at 375 degrees until lightly browned, 

about 12 to 15 minutes. Cool and store in an airtight container. 

Makes about 2 dozen, depending on size they are cut. 

 

Angel in the Kitchen 

Feel'n good when cook'n 

Sharing the love of God 

 

BOOK REPORT 

Have you read a book that gave  you pause to change your ways?   

Have you read a book that made you  want to laugh or cry? 

Have you read a book that you just felt like you had to share with 

your friends and family? 

Lets share those books with each other.  Send the edi-

tor your book title, author and a brief statement about 

how the book affected you or why you think it’s worth 

sharing.  We’ll print it in the next months Piper.  
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St. Andrew’s is Hosting a Cookie Exchange Party and 
Sale! 

 
Date: Sunday December 15 

Time: the exchange and sale will be after the 8 and 10 am  
services 

 
RSVP by 12/8/19:  by phone at:  831-336-5994 or 247-5572 

                            Or by email at:  staoffice@sbcglobal.net  
 
How It Works: 
 
A cookie exchange or cookie swap is a way for all of us to enjoy 
dozens of different Christmas cookies, but only have to bake 
two kinds. You choose the  kinds of cookies to bake, and bake 2 
dozen of each type.  You will take home at least 40 cookies of 
different varieties.  We will sell the remainder to those folks who 
prefer to eat cookies rather than bake them.  (This means you, 
Junior Warden!) 
 
Please bring them to the parish commu-
nity hall by December 14 so we can or-
ganize the event. 
 
And of course, we all want your recipe! 
Please make us a copy of your recipes 
so that we may make them ourselves. 
Finally -- and this is important. When 
you RSVP, let me know what kind of 
cookies you plan to bake. That way, I 
can be sure there are no duplicates. 
 
Happy Baking! 
Sharon Fishel    

mailto:staoffice@sbcglobal.net
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December December BirthdaysBirthdays  

1 Jeannie Henry  

7 Bob Wolfe  

12 Madison LeRoux  

17 Connie Free Adoption 

20 Kathryn Free Adoption 

23 Don Alves  

23 James Banke  

25 Carol Free  

Sunday, December 15th 

Blessing of Pledges for 2020 

Our annual Pledge Letter was mailed last week.  We hope 

that you will consider pledging some time, talent or treasure 

in the coming year.  Father Rob will be blessing the pledges 

at both services on December 15th.  If you are unable to at-

tend either of these services you can email your pledge to the 

office and we can print it.  All contributions , monetary or 

otherwise are  a blessing to St. Andrew’s and are greatly ap-

preciated.  Thank you. 
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2020 St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church -Stewardship Pledge Card  
As a steward of all that God has given me, and in thanksgiving, I 
pledge the following amount to the Lord’s work through St. An-
drew’s in the year 2020.  All information provided is strictly confi-
dential.  Please make a copy for your records.   
Last Name(s): ________________________First
(s):__________________________________ 
$__________Weekly             $__________Monthly              $__________Quar-
terly                $__________Annually $________One time gift        
A Bequest to St. Andrew’s-please contact Father Rob. 
Check here if you wish to have your pledge charged to your credit 

card.  Other payment options:  PayPal or electronic bank transfer 
(no fees apply).  Contact the church office at 336-5994 or 
staofice@sbcglobal.net to set up a credit card payment. 
Primary Phone #:____________________________________   
Secondary Phone #:_________________________________ 
Primary 
email:____________________________________________________________________   
Secondary 
email:_________________________________________________________________ 
Mailing 
adress________________________________________City______________________  
State_________ Zip___________ 

 
2020 St. Andrew’s Pledge of Time and Talent   

This is my total offering of time and talent:  I wish to pledge to St. 
Andrew’s a gift of Time (  ) ________hours/week (  ) ________hours/
month.   These are the areas of interest and talent that I wish to 
pledge my time. 
 
(  )  Altar Guild     (  ) Finance 
(  )  Eucharist/Intercessor/Lector   (  ) Information/
               Public-
ity/Website 
(  )  Sunday School/Youth Program   (  ) Adult Educa-
tion 
(  )  Fundraising     (  ) Stewardship 
(  )  Choir / Music     (  ) Vestry  
(  )  Building and Grounds    (  ) Outreach 
(  )  Gardening      
(  ) Other special interests:__________________________________     

mailto:staoffice@sbcglobal.net

