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I was listening to an interview of Bart Ehrman by Terry Gross on “Fresh Air” 

on the 20th  of March.  He talked about his work as a religious scholar and 

writer, and about his days as a born-again evangelical Christian.  His studies 

led him to abandon his early faith entirely.  His crux of the matter, as has been 

true with so many people, is what C.S. Lewis, in the title of one of his books, 

called The Problem of Pain.  The argument runs like this:  I am encouraged to 

believe that God answers my prayers; prayers for a good job, prayers for 

money and food and safe travel.  I also look around me and see people starv-

ing, being killed in wars and accidents and by cruel people, and I ask; why 

should my prayers be answered when theirs weren’t?  Am I supposed to think 

of myself as better than the people who suffer without relief, or is my sense of 

a God who is involved in this world, who performs miracles and answers 

prayer, just a delusion, as Sigmund Freud believed? 

 The other piece of Ehrman’s experience is that he was encouraged to 

believe in the Scriptures as infallible and inerrant.  There the problem came 

when he began to study the original biblical languages, Hebrew and Greek, 

and began to discover, first, the humanity of the Bible as a document, and sec-

ond the real conflicts, contradictions and historical and scientific inaccuracies.  

He began to draw away from the Bible as a source of truth, even as he says he 

continues to love it as a literary and historical document, and to spend his life 

writing about it. 

 These are the reasons that so many Fundamentalist and Pentecostal 

churches discourage higher education and secular education.  They believe 

that such education can destroy our faith. 

 So for us Christian who encourage higher education, who demand 

that our clergy study religion, Bible, theology and biblical criticism (criticism 

does not mean, here, to criticize something, but to study it critically), how do 

we hold onto our faith?  How do we answer the questions that people like Bart 

Ehrman ask?  And if we can’t answer them satisfactorily, where do we turn 

next? 

 One of the most challenging and interesting classes I took in seminary 

was titled “The Varieties of Unbelief.”  We were presented with a series of 

philosophers who attacked or dismissed the Christian faith, people like Karl 

Marx and Friedrich Nietzsche.  The professor asked us to read selections from 

their writings and then asked us during the class how we would answer them.  

I clearly remember one class where she asked us to respond to Nietzsche and 

nobody could come up with anything.  “You are preparing to help people with 

their belief in God as ministers,” the Professor asked, “And you can’t think of 

any way to respond to him?”  She was clearly surprised.  I began the  
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conversation by saying “If you accept his tenets, you can’t answer him.  You 

have to start by challenging the things that he claims are true.” 

 I, too, have problems with American Christianity and its different 

expressions among the rich, the working class, the poor and the marginal-

ized, and ethnic groups with a history of discrimination compared with the 

Christianity we see in countries where Christians are criminalized, discrimi-

nated against, attacked with weapons, and jailed.  I am also driven to my 

own margins when I see Christians starving, dying of plagues like Ebola, 

living in countries like Haiti where the poverty is so brutal that we can’t find 

examples of it here on a cultural level, and seeing brutal assaults on inoffen-

sive Christians because of their race. 

 Are we deluding ourselves if we think that God answers our prayers 

but not the prayers of others?  Does God like us better; is that why we have 

so much more of everything? 

 We cannot go the route of those who don’t want us to study and 

learn for fear we will lose our faith.  We must assume that God gave us 

minds with the expectation that we would use them.  If our experience is so 

different from other people based on things like where we were born, or 

what our color is, don’t we have to start thinking that some of what we all 

experience is random? 

 Jesus healed all the sick that were brought to him, according to the 

Gospels.  But he did not go around healing all the sick in the country or the 

region.  Jesus raised some dead people to life, according to the Gospels, but 

he did not empty the local graveyards.  How did he choose whom to heal and 

whom to raise from the dead?  Part of that had to do with being asked, it is 

true; part of it also had to do with the fact that Jesus was acquainted with 

some of the people he helped.  But he didn’t help everybody.  Why not?  I 

confess that I don’t know. 

 So, again returning to the argument, if God doesn’t answer every-

one’s prayers for healing or resurrection, does that mean that God is playing 

favorites, or does that mean that God is whimsical, saying “You and you, 

yes, but you and you, no,” without clear reasons?   Again, I don’t know why 

some people get a clear “Yes,” some people get a clear “No” and some peo-

ple feel like God wasn’t listening at all, never getting anything that looked 

like an answer. 

 But I challenge the notion that just because God doesn’t do every-

thing it means that God doesn’t do anything.  I have experienced and felt 

God’s healing power.  I have witnessed miracles.  I have also prayed long 

and futilely for people whom God did not heal.  I have met people who 

clearly have a spiritual gift of healing, and each of them says that God does 

not always heal.  When asked why, the ones I consider to be honest always 

say “I don’t know.”  

 God’s actions are clearly beyond our understanding.  We can choose 

to say that this means God does not exist or that God does not help people.  I 
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reject that argument but I cannot come up with a reason why I reject it 

beyond the fact that I have experienced that God does exist and that God 

does help people.  There is no argument that stands against experience, 

however varied and difficult life and its problems may be. 

 I wish that God would work through me in ways that God 

clearly does not work through me.  But that does not mean that God 

never works through me, it just means that my will, and my understand-

ing, are deficient compared with God’s. 

 I can understand Bart Ehrman, and I can understand how he got 

to the point he has arrived at.  But I cannot agree with him.  God exists.  

Jesus Christ was and is a healer.  Christians have a life that includes 

miracles, even those whose lives are full of difficulty and sorrow. 

 The biggest marvel of the Christian faith to me is that the 

strongest believers seem to be the ones that suffer the most.  

Those who are driven to meet together with other Christians for 

the spiritual gifts and strengths they share, are often the poorest; 

and the poorest are often the most generous. 

 That is the belief system I have developed as I have seen 

this faith, this God and this Messiah at work. 

 - Blaine 
Evening Prayer-Wednesdays-5:15-5:45 PM 

It’s brief, quiet, and a great way to refill your 

spiritual tank half way through the week. 

Join us  

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Dinner  

upper left, clockwise:  Rochelle 

Kelly, Donna Brough, Jennifer  

Kennedy, Ed Butler, Blaine 

Hammond, Elizabeth Forbes, seated l

-r: Barb Banke, Sue Roe, Jim Roe, 

Janet Parske, Tedd Parske, Jerry  

Fishel, Sharon Fishel, Shirley  

Greenwood. Shirley Greenwood and 

Tillie Cunningham. 
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A book plus a video to stretch your heart and mind 

 If love is at the core of all religions, why do 

so many religious people express hostility to others? 

And how do we overcome such ill will? 

 Brian McLaren, author of more than a dozen 

books, deals with religious identity in a multi-faith 

world in Why Did Jesus, Moses, the Buddha, and 

Mohammed Cross the Road? McLaren suggests that 

interfaith differences are less about our differences 

than our lack of understanding and respect. He en-

courages us to rediscover our distinct and unique 

identity, which includes core values of respect, hos-

pitality, and neighborliness. Too long we have al-

lowed impetuous voices to set the interfaith agenda. 

 As I read his book, the recent PBS program 

“The Sultan and the Saint” came to mind. It’s the unlikely story of how St. 

Francis of Assisi and Sultan Al-Kamil met on a blood-soaked Egyptian bat-

tlefield 800 years ago. In one of the most improbable incidents in history, 

Sultan Al-Kamil invited Francis into his camp. The future saint spent several 

weeks with the enemy. Francis originally wanted to convince the Sultan of 

Christianity’s superiority, but watching Muslims pray five times a day left a 

huge impression on him. These people, Francis discovered, loved God too. 

 Eventually the Muslim army gained the upper hand and the Chris-

tian forces faced starvation. The Muslim troops, inspired by Francis, took 

bread and barley to their Christian enemies. The Crusader army melted 

away, returning home. The Crusades, for the most part, were over. Francis 

remained passionate about his faith. So did Sultan Al-Kamil. They discov-

ered what their faiths had in common. Respect. Hospitality. Neighborliness. 

McLaren’s book is available in print and electronic formats. You can stream 

the video at pbs.org. 
The Very Rev. Stephen Brehe is the retired dean of St. Peter’s Episcopal Cathedral 

in Helena. Excerpted from an article that originally ran on helenair.com. 

 

Why I am an Episcopalian:  Reason 68 

I love our church because we don't think that unity 

means uniformity. 
Barbara Cawthorne Crofton 

Diocese of New York 

From 101 Reasons to be Episcopalian 
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Episcopal House of Bishops Publishes Two Timely Statements 
1:  on gun violence 
 “I call heaven and earth to witness against you today that I have set before you 

life and death, blessings and curses.  Choose life so that you and your descen-

dants may live.”  (Deuteronomy 30:19) 

 At this critical moment young people of the United States are inviting us 

to turn away from the nightmare of gun violence to the dream of choosing 

life.  The young people of Parkland, Florida are calling for elected officials to 

• ban the sale of assault weapons 

• prohibit the sale of high capacity magazines 

• close loopholes in background checks 

Others are seeking to: 

• ban the sale of bump stocks 

• raise the age to 21 years to purchase firearms 

• challenge the National Rifle Association to support safe gun legisla-

tion. 

We, the bishops of The Episcopal Church, wholeheartedly support and join with 

the youth in this call to action. At the same time, we acknowledge that black and 

brown youth have continuously challenged the United States to address the gun 

violence that they and their communities are experiencing.  We repent that, as 

bishops, we have failed to heed their call. We will walk with the youth of the 

United States today and into the future in choosing life. 2222:  on sexual harassment, gender bias 

 This is the first time the House of Bishops has met as a body since the 

#MeToo movement began last fall, bringing to light the reality of sexual harass-

ment, gender-based violence, and the cultural stronghold of gender bias and 

inequity. We continue our own work of reconciliation within our branch of 

God’s Church, honoring what we have learned and accomplished, as well as 

acknowledging the distance we still must travel. Reconciliation is the long work 

of healing offered by the Spirit, made possible by grace, which requires our 

truth-telling and repentance. 

 Many of us have experienced sexual harassment and perhaps sexual 

violence. Bishops who are women know the “me-too” experience. Some bishops 

who are men know it as well. We live with different experiences of the cultural 

endowment of power. We know the Church has fallen short of our responsibility 

to listen and respond. In this time of heightened awareness it is with greater 

intention that we now invite the church to a deeper examination of what God 

intends for our relationships.  

 This work will take courage. As many women and men bravely come 

forward to speak the truth of their experience, courageous men and women will 

listen, where appropriate repent, and take an active role in repairing the bro-

kenness, working to change the culture of our church.  
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 We will offer a listening process in an open meeting at General Conven-

tion to hear more fully the stories of those who have been victims of sexual har-

assment and violence in the church. Together women and men can form partner-

ships for reconciliation.  We seek a more faithful, just and holy life together. We 

welcome the Spirit’s renewing work among us as we seek faithfully to walk in the 

way of Jesus. 

                                                                House of Bishops, Spring 2018 

 
Diocese of Ohio partners in water reuse project 
 Imagine recycling the water you need right in your house. 
Economists and conservationists agree: fresh water in the 21st century 
is more valuable than gold, and for millions of people worldwide, clean, 
drinkable water can be more difficult to obtain than the precious ore. 
One visionary company in Northeast Ohio has made clean water pro-
duction the foundation of its existence. 
 ''Our goal is to change the way the world thinks about water 
by changing how we treat it, use it and manage it,'' said Michelle 
Matty, sales and human resources manager at the Tangent Co. in 
Chagrin Falls. Tangent is resting its fortunes and the future of the 
company on one product: the Tangent Watercycle, a patented on-site 
drinkable water-recycling system for homes and small buildings. 
Company officials say it is the only commercially available contain-
able system of its kind in the country… 
 A 2,000-gallon Watercycle pilot project has been operational 
for the past four years at the Western Reserve Land Conservancy's 
headquarters in a century home in Moreland Hills.''Our goal is to 
change the way the world thinks about water by changing how we 
treat it, use it and manage it.'' 
 The next Watercycle is planned for Bellwether Farm, a new 
sustainable camp, retreat and education center run by the Episco-
pal Diocese of Ohio on a 137acre working farm in Lorain County. 
The system will be installed early in the spring at one of the staff resi-
dences, and will serve as a vehicle for teaching campers about envi-
ronmental fidelity and natural resource conservation. 
 ''Together, we will be able to achieve effective water reclama-
tion and teach people of all ages how it works,'' said the Rev. Mark 
Hollingsworth Jr., bishop of the diocese. ''The Episcopal Diocese of 
Ohio is delighted to be partnering with Tangent to further this im-
portant technology, and we hope that one day our entire facility can 
be handled by a single Tangent system,'' Hollingsworth said. 
James F. McCarty, jmccarty@plaind.com; The Plain Dealer | Sunday, 
7 January 2018. For more info, go to http://www.tangentcompany.com/?
page_id=12 
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Concerning Saint Jude 

by Mary Jo Neish 

About saints in general-They are the Christian heroes that we know 

quite a bit about.  They had a commitment to and fellowship with 

God.  The can inspire us by their works.  The can add to our relation-

ship with the Christian family.  They are mirrors of God's grace. 

About saints in particular-Some of them are of personal interest to us.  

There are kings and farmers, teachers and teenagers, poets and pris-

oners.  My mother had great faith in Saint Michael the Archangel.  

She also loved Saint Joseph and often said, "your father is just like 

Saint Joseph, so dependable."  Of late, I have been making friends 

with Saint Jude, patron of the impossible.  Probably because my fam-

ily and friends often tell me that I am impossi-

ble.  Here is a prayer that I have adapted from 

the Saint Jude Shrine. 
 

Most Holy Apostle Saint Jude, faithful servant 

and friend of Jesus, please pray with me. 

Thanking God for my many blessings 

Comfort for my sorrows 

Bravery for my fears 

Healing for my suffering and 

Strengthening for my faith 

Thank you Saint Jude for the hope you offer to 

all. 

 

 

St Andrew’s Plant Sale on Sat. Apr 7 10-2 at the SLV Museum  
AND May 5 from 10 to 2 at St. Andrew’s Church Patio. 

Gardening Guild members and others are encouraged to be growing 
plants or seedlings to make money to support our enhanced landscape 
plans. Donations of hanging planters or unique pots would be great! 
Contact Judyth Suttle (831) 334-9112 or judythsuttle@yahoo.com    
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And the winner is… 
Last month I sent out an email to the whole congregation asking you to name 

your favorite hymn. Twenty-one of you responded. And what a diverse group 

we are!  

“I Sing a Song of the Saints of God” &  

“Once to Every Man and Nation "tied, with 3 votes each. 

With 2 votes each: 

 “How Great Thou Art”    

“On Eagle’s Wings”    

And 1 vote each: 

“Blessed Assurance” 

“Because He Lives” 

“Amazing Grace” 

“Canticle of the Turning”” 

“I Vow to Thee, My Country” 

“I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say”   

”Morning Has Broken” 

“O Perfect Love” 

‘Holy, Holy, Holy’ 

“Just a Closer Walk with Thee” 

“Ave Maria” 

“When I Survey the Wondrous Cross” 

Alphabats to test        

your mental  

flexibility  

… and patience!  
How about a little brain 

teaser to wake up those 

dendrites? What IS you 

post-synaptic potential, 

anyway? Most folks can 

decipher about of these 

puzzles at one sitting. 

Manty report getting 

them all in a week. It’s 

not a test of intelligence. 

It probably tests mental 

flexibility. But mostly it’s 

just fun!  G F I! (Go for 

it!)       B S of R! 

1.   26 = L of the A 13.  8 = S on a S S 

2.   7 = W of the A W 14.  3 = B M   (S H T R) 

3.   1001 = A N 15.  4 = Q in a D 

4.   12 = S of the Z 16.  24 = H in a D 

5.   54 = C in a D 17.  1 = W on a U 

6.   9 = P in the S S 18.  5 = D in a Z C 

7.   88 = K on a P 19.  57 = H V 

8.   13 = S on the A F 20.  11 = P on a F T 

9.   18 = H on a G C 21.  1000 = W that a P is W 

10.  32 = D F at which W F 22.  29 = D in F in a L Y 

11.  90 = D in a R A 23.  64 = S on a C B 

12.  200 = D for P G in M 24.  40 = D and N of the G F 
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How to Make Your Own Natural Easter Egg Dyes 

What you'll need:      
Rubber Gloves  Strainer 

White Vinegar  Pot 

Water 

For all eggs:  The general procedure for all the dyes is the same, except 

for the silver color.  Combine 1 quart water and 2 tablespoons white 

vinegar in a medium pot.  Bring that to a boil, add your dye ingredients, 

lower the heat, and simmer for 30 minutes.  Let the dye cool and strain it 

before adding your eggs. 

For yellow:  Add 3 tablespoons turmeric to the boiling water.  Be careful 

Turmeric is notorious for staining your skin so you might want to put 

your rubber gloves to use! 

For pink:  Add 4 cups of chopped beets. Don't worry if your eggs look 

more brown than pink at first.  After drying, these eggs will be a pretty, 

pastel shade. 

For blue:  Add 3 cups chopped red or purple cabbage.  To get a robin's 

egg blue, let the eggs soak for 30 minutes.  If you want a deeper hue, 

leave the eggs soak overnight in the fridge. 

For orange:  Add 4 cups of yellow onion skins to the pot.  For a brighter 

orange, leave the eggs to sit in the dye overnight in the fridge. 

For silver:  Combine 4 cups each of water and frozen blueberries in a 

bowl.  Let the mixture come to room temperature and strain.  Keep the 

eggs in the dye overnight in the fridge 

 Angel in the Kitchen 

Feeln good when cookn 

Sharing the love of God through  

your love of cooking 

St. Andrew’s Women’s Reading GroupSt. Andrew’s Women’s Reading GroupSt. Andrew’s Women’s Reading GroupSt. Andrew’s Women’s Reading Group    
When: Monday, April 9th at 7:00pm 

Where:  Lynn's 
We will be discussing Buddha in the Attic, by Julie Otsuka 

Call Jean for more info, 335-5682. 
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Sunday 4/1 0900 

1030 

1100 Feast of the Resurrection 

Coffee Hour hosted by Vestry 

Feast of the Resurrection Sanctuary 

Parish Hall 

Sanctuary 
Wed.  4/4 5:15pm 

7:00pm Evening Prayer 

Choir Sanctuary 
Sat. 4/7 10-2pm St. Andrew’s Plant Sale-Part I SLV Museum 
Sunday 4/8 0800 

1000 Holy Eucharist-Rite I 

Holy Eucharist-Rite II 

Food Blessing Sanctuary 

  
Mon. 4/9  6:30pm 

7:00pm AA 

Women's Reading Group offsite 
Wed 4/12 5:15pm 

7:00pm Evening Prayer 

Choir Sanctuary 
Sunday 4/15 0800 

1000 Holy Eucharist-Rite I 

Holy Eucharist-Rite II Sanctuary 
Thurs.  4/19 6:45pm Vestry Meeting Parish Hall 
Sat. 4/21 3:30pm Willow Brook Service-meet in St 

Andrew's parking lot at 3:00pm offsite 
Sunday 4/22 

Earth Day 0800 

1000 Holy Eucharist-Rite I 

Holy Eucharist-Rite II Sanctuary 

  
Wed.  4/25 5:15pm 

6:30pm 

7:00pm 

Evening Prayer 

Girl Scouts 

Choir 

Sanctuary 

Parish Hall 

Sanctuary 

Sunday 4/29 10:00 

12p-2p Healing Service-1 Service Only 

Chili Cook-off Parish Hall 
Sat. 5/5 9-2p St. Andrew's Plant Sale-Part II Patio 

Date Time Event Notes 

Mon. 4/2 6:30pm AA Upstairs 

Sat. 4/14 8:00 Men’s Breakfast Rocky’s 

Mon. 416 6:30 AA upstairs 

Wed. 5:15 

7:00pm 

Evening Prayer 

Choir 

 

Mon. 4/23 6:30pm AA upstairs 

Mon. 4/30 6:30pm AA upstairs 
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