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There are some big words in Anglican thinking.  One of them is 

“participation.”  The first real Anglican theologian, Richard Hooker, 

proposed participation as a way of thinking about what happens to us in 

the Eucharist in the “Lawes of Ecclesiastical Polity.”  He noted “the 

real participation of Christ and of life in his body and blood by means 

of the sacrament.” 

 Hooker is a dense read but a fruitful one – it is good to have a 

commentary or footnotes to refer to as you work through him.  Among 

other things, he proposed the three-legged stool of Anglicanism: scrip-

ture, tradition and reason. 

 You and I have participated with one another in the Body of 

Christ at St. Andrew’s Church.  Some of the people I participated with 

at the beginning of my time here have moved on to the next world.  We 

call it death, and it is; our bodies fall apart and return to the earth.  But 

we also see it as a transition to a new form of life and it is; our souls 

and spirits continue.  We also await another new kind of life, as Christ 

returns to raise our bodies from death to live on a new earth, recreated 

by the Father.  Meanwhile, we honor their memories and we miss them. 

 I decided to see if I could make a list out of old directories and 

old records of those who have moved to that next life; or died, if you 

will.  There are probably some names I’m unaware of, and there are 

people I have buried who were friends of, but not members of, this 

church.  I have included some of those and perhaps forgotten to include 

others, for which I apologize.  But this is the list I created:  Francis 

Laufenberg; Lester Grizzell; Gloria Barnes; Sara Boomer; Amy Ca-

prino; Shealagh Devlin; Moe Garay; Ralph Gulliver; Bill Hall Sr.; Alice 

Hutchinson; The Rev. Keith Johnson; Michael Kimpton; Annette 

Marcum; Michael Mitchell; Marylyn Painter; John Santi; Joy Takaha-

shi; Loren Lewandowski; Richard Templeman; Carol Unzicker; Bob 

Welch; Jennifer Wentz; Mary Williams; Mickey Halter-Browne; Kathe-

rine van Groningen; Bishop Shannon Mallory. 

Those are people who have left us; there have been others who 

have arrived and then moved on, others who have arrived and stayed.  

We are part of the work of the saints – by which I mean you and me –  



3  

 

who are present and who are absent.  We have participated with 

them all, and we continue to participate with them all.  This participa-

tion continues as a body rejoices in meeting the Lord in prayer and 

sacrament, knowing that to God all of us are present, and God is al-

ways present to all of us. 

Can you comprehend God without being present? Can you com-

prehend God if you do not participate? I’ll bet you know how I would 

answer those questions.  Participation and presence are divine gifts; 

they are also divine necessities. 

I used to work with the Total Common Ministry congregations 

in the Diocese of Olympia.  These congregations were too small to pay 

someone to be their priest, so ministries were raised up in those congre-

gations, and some of these ministers were ordained; others had minis-

tries that required training but not ordination.  There was a huge bless-

ing to these lay and ordained ministers because of being trained to-

gether.  But there were some congregations where the training had not 

caught up with the need.  I remember the diocesan Missioner of that 

time, the Rev. Robin Moore, shedding tears over the inability of some 

members of the Episcopal Church to have access to sacraments because 

of their isolation and small size.  I, too, feel grief when people are not 

able to receive the Body and Blood of Christ and to meet the Lord in 

that way. 

How will they be able to have the strength to face the fears, the 

hatreds, the dehumanization and violence that are so present in our 

world and in our nation today?  As I said last Sunday, when we take 

God too casually we take a risk of not understanding our need for 

prayer and sacrament.  If we do not participate in Christ – and we can 

do that with or without sacraments – we lose sight of the great need we 

have for spiritual strength and spiritual support.  Different people have 

different spiritual needs, and different ways of meeting those needs.  

That is part of the reason for different denominations and traditions.  

But Hooker saw clearly that if we don’t participate with Christ in the 

Body and Blood we risk losing our way and becoming isolated; we risk 

a spiritual death from thirst and hunger. 

Every time there is a change in a position such as rector of a 

congregation, there is a bit of aimlessness that the Vestry and Search 

Committee have to see and address.  People begin to withhold partici-

pation until they see what develops.  This is predictable and, I think,  



4  

 

universal.  It is also dangerous to your spiritual lives, be-

cause it is not the clergy that makes the church; from the 

very beginning of Christianity it has been the church that 

makes the clergy.  Which is to say, the church is us, not 

me. 

I urge you, therefore, to show the other members 

of this part of the Body of Christ that you are here for 

them.  Because we all need each other.  God bless you on 

your journeys. 

-Blaine 

St. Andrew’s SLV 
Graduates:  Left to 
right: Sidney Wil-
liams, Rachel 
Townsend, Duquan 
Ruff, Aiden LeRoux, 
Mason Casa and 
Mark Carling. 
Missing Alex 
Cadell, Jessie Lo-
pez and Lauren 
Lozier all either 
youth group or pre-
school children . 

Evening Prayer-

Wednesdays-5:15-5:45PM 

It’s brief, quiet, and a great 

way to refill your spiritual 



5  

 

Bishop Michael Curry’s full sermon from the Royal Wedding: 

Set me as a seal upon your heart, as a seal upon your arm;  for love is strong as 

death, passion fierce as the grave.  Its flashes are flashes of fire, a raging flame.  

Many waters cannot quench love, neither can floods drown it.  

Song of Songs 8:6-7 
The late Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. once said, and I quote:  

“We must discover the power of love, the redemptive power of love.  And when we 

discover that, we will be able to make of this old world a new world.  Love is the 

only way.” 

There’s power in love. Do not underestimate it. Don’t even over-sentimentalize it.  

There’s power in love. If you don’t believe me, think about a time when you first fell 

in love. The whole world seemed to center around you and your beloved.  

Oh, there’s power, there’s power in love.  

Not just in its romantic forms, but any form, any shape of love. There’s a certain 

sense in which when you are loved and you know it, when someone cares for you 

and you know it, when you love and you show it, it actually feels right. There’s 

something right about it.  

And there’s a reason for it. The reason has to do with the source.  

We were made by a power of love. Our lives were and are meant to be lived in that 

love. That is why we are here.  

Ultimately the source of love is God himself. The source of all of our lives.  An old 

medieval poem says it: 

“Where true love is found, God himself is there.” 

The Bible, 1 John 4 says it this way. “Beloved, let us love one another, because love 

is from God; Everyone who loves is born of God  

Whoever does not love does not know God For God is love.” (1John 4:4-8)  

There’s power in love.  

Love can help and heal when nothing else can. 

Love can lift up and liberate for living when nothing else will.  

There’s power in love to show us the way to live. Set me as a seal on your heart, for 

love is as strong as death.  

And the love that brings two people together is the same love that can bind them 

together, Whether on mountaintops of happiness and through valleys of hardship.  

Love is strong as death  It’s flashes are flashes of fire. Many waters cannot quench 

love  

Love can see you through! There’s power in love.  

But the love of which we speak is not only for couples getting married or just for 

interpersonal relationships.  
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Jesus of Nazareth taught us that the way of love is the way to a real relationship with 

the God who created all of us, and the way to true relationship with each other as 

children of that one God, as brothers and sisters in God’s human family.  

One scholar said it this way: 

“Jesus had founded the most revolutionary movement in human history: a movement 

built on the unconditional love of God for the world and the mandate to live that 

love.” (Charles Marsh’s The Beloved Community)  

I’m talking about power. Real power — power to change the world.  

If you don’t believe me, well, there were some old slaves in America’s antebellum 

South who explained the dynamic power of love and why it has the power to trans-

form.  

They explained it this way — they sang a spiritual, even in the midst of their captivity, 

it’s one that says:  

“There is a balm in Gilead 

To make the wounded whole  There is a balm in Gilead to heal the sin sick soul.  If you 

cannot preach like Peter, And you cannot pray like Paul, You can tell the love of Jesus, 

How he died to save us all.  That’s the balm in Gilead.”  

This way of love is the way of life.  

They got it — he died to save us all.  

He didn’t die for anything he could get out of it.  

Jesus did not get an honorary doctorate out of it.  

He wasn’t getting anything out of it —  He did it for others, for the other, for the good 

and well being of others. That’s what love is 

Love is not selfish and self-centered.  

Love can be sacrificial.  And in so doing, becomes redemptive.  And that way of unsel-

fish, sacrificial, redemptive love can change lives and it can change this world. 

If you don’t believe me, just stop and think and imagine a world where love is the way.  

Imagine our homes and families when this way of love is the way. Imagine our 

neighborhoods and communities when love is the way. Imagine our governments and 

nations when love is the way. Imagine business and commerce when this love is the 

way. Imagine this third old world when love is the way.  No child would go to bed hun-

gry in such a world as that. When love is the way, we will let justice roll down like a 

might stream and righteousness like an ever-flowing book. 

When love is the way, poverty will become history. When love is the way, the earth will 

be a sanctuary. When love is the way, we will lay down our swords and shields down 

by the riverside to study war no more.  

When love is the way, there’s plenty good room — plenty good room — for all of God’s 

children. When love is the way, we actually treat each other like we are actually  

http://fortune.com/fortune500/gilead-sciences/#_blank
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family. When love is the way, we know that God is the source of us all. We are 

brothers and sisters, children of God.  

Brothers and sisters: that’s a new heaven, a new earth, a new world, a new human 

family.  

Let me tell you something: Old Solomon was right in the Old Testament — that’s 

fire.  

The late French Jesuit, Pierre Teilhard de Chardin, was at once a scientist, a Ro-

man Catholic priest, a theologian, a true mystic. His was one of the great minds 

and spirits of the 20th century.  

He suggested that the discovery and harnessing of fire was one of the great scien-

tific and technological discoveries of human history.  

Fire, to a great extent, made human civilization possible. Fire made it possible to 

cook food, thereby reducing the spread of disease. Fire made it possible to stay 

warm in cold climates, thereby marking human migration around the world a possi-

bility.  Fire made the Bronze Age, the Iron Age, the Industrial Revolution possible. 

The advances of science and technology are greatly dependent on the human capac-

ity to take fire and use it for human good.  

Anybody get here in a car today? Nod your heads if you did. I know there were 

some carriages.  

If you drove here this morning, you did so in part because of harnessed fire. I know 

that the Bible says I believe that Jesus walked on water, but I have to tell you, I did-

n’t walk across the Atlantic Ocean to get here.  

Controlled fire in that plane got me here.  

Fire makes it possible for us to text, tweet, email, Instagram and Facebook and 

socially be dysfunctional with each other. Fire makes all of that possible.  

de Chardin said that fire is one of the greatest discoveries in all of human histories.  

He then went on to say that if humanity ever harnesses the energy of fire again, if 

humanity ever captures the energy of love, then for the second time in the history of 

the world, we will have discovered fire.  

Love is the very fire and energy of real life! Dr. King was right:  

We must discover love.  The redemptive power of love.  When we do that, we will 

make of this old world a new world.  

“My brother, my sister, 

God love you, God bless you.  

My brothers, my sisters, 

God love you, God bless you.  

And may God hold us all 

In those almighty hands of love. Amen.”  

http://fortune.com/fortune500/facebook/#_blank


8  

 

2018 Media Hub connects the world to the Episcopal 

Church’s General Convention  
[June 28, 2018] The 2018 Media Hub for the Episcopal Church’s 79th 

General Convention launched earlier this week, offers everyone, whether 

at home or on-site, free access to live streaming and on-demand coverage 

of daily worship, legislative sessions from the House of Bishops and 

House of Deputies, as well as media briefings and other featured events. 

Live coverage begins July 4, 2018. 

The Media Hub is available here . 

 The 79th General Convention of the Episcopal Church will be held July 5 

- July 13 at the Austin Convention Center in Austin, Texas (Episcopal 

Diocese of Texas). The General Convention is held every three years and 

is the bicameral governing body of The Episcopal Church. It comprises 

the House of Bishops, with upwards of 200 active and retired bishops, and 

the House of Deputies, with clergy and lay deputies elected from the 108 

dioceses and three regional areas of the Church, at more than 800 mem-

bers. 

 

In Loving Memory of Tillie (Carolyn) Cunningham 
A service for her will be held at Roaring Camp at 2pm on 

Monday, July 16.  Rev Mary Blessing will be presiding.   

https://episcopalchurch.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9a7ef179469128dbcd83a2931&id=c2a37c5271&e=a840406e7f
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James Banke-

drums 

Blaine Hammond-

guitar 

 

Donna Brough and 

Judyth Suttle get-

ting down 

Clark 

McPherson-

guitar 

Cindy Garay

-vocals. 

Below:   

The Last 

Chance 

Band 
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 Angel in the Kitchen 

Feeln good when cookn 

Sharing the love of God through  

your love of cooking 

TORTILLA CHICKEN CASSEROLE 
 from the kitchen of TILLIE CUNNINGHAM 

 

A small sampling was offered at the Retirement Luncheon for Fr 
Blaine. 
You may remember this dish served at our Harvest Dinner. 
 

4-5 chicken breasts   ½ lb. Monterey Jack cheese 
1 doz. Corn tortillas   ½ lb. Cheddar cheese 
2 cans Ortega green chilies 1 onion 
1can of mushroom soup  1 cup milk 
 

Bake chicken in foil for 1 hour @ 400.  Cool and de-bone.  Cut  
chicken to bit size.  Slice tortillas in 1/2” strips.  Grate cheese and  
mix the two cheeses together. Combine chilies, chicken and  
mushroom soups and chopped onion.  In 9x13 buttered pan,  
layer 1/3 tortilla strips, 1/3 chicken. 1/3 sauce and 1/3 cheese.   
Repeat 2 more times. Cover with foil and refrigerate for 24 hours. 
Bake uncovered @ 300 for 90 minutes.  Serves 8-10  
(Refrigerate 

             Why I am an Episcopalian  

          Reason # 73 

I am so appreciative of the way the Episcopal 
Church, with its Benedictine roots, keeps me 

grounded in real life, real relationships, real encoun-
ters.  Ours is a very incarnational church—insisting on 
the importance of the Spirit’s embodiment in the or-

dinary events of each day, and reminding us over 
and over that God can be found in the most difficult 

and improbable places 
Norvenet Vest, Diocese of Los Angeles 

  From 101 Reasons to be Episcopalian  
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In Loving Memory of Tillie (Carolyn) Cunningham 
A service for her will be held at Roaring Camp at 2pm on 

Monday, July 16.  Rev Mary Blessing will be presiding.  We 

hope to see you there.   

All Sunday services will start at 9am (only one service this sum-

mer).  July 29th, the fifth Sunday will be a healing service. 

 

Monday, July 9th at 11am-Celebration of life for Bill Hall at the Cor-

ralitos Community Center 

 

Saturday, July 14th at 8am– Men’s Breakfast-Rocky’s Café, Felton 

 

Monday, July 16th at 2pm-Memorial Service for Tillie (Carolyn) Cun-

ningham at Roaring Camp, Felton. 

 

Thursday, July 19th at 6:45pm-Vestry Meeting-Parish Hall 

 

Saturday, July 21st at 3:30pm– Willowbrook Services.  Meet in church 

parking lot at 3:00 to carpool. 

 

Please bring in new backpacks by Sunday June 22nd. 

 

For additions and updates to our prayer list please contact  
Sue Roe, phone 831-609-6737 or email:   SueMHR@aol.com.  

When you think no on is watching... 
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