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If you have taken my “Episcopal 101,” otherwise known as the
Inquirers’ Class, or my “Episcowhat,” which is basically the same thing
(Thanks, Teresa, for the name), or my Baptism class, you may remember what I call “the how, when and where questions” in the Baptismal
Covenant. They are the part that follows the Q&A form of the Apostles’ Creed. I want to reprise that section for you all, as a reminder for
those of you who have gone through those classes, and as in introduction for those who haven’t. They are found in three places in the Book
of Common Prayer: in the Easter Vigil on pages 293-294, in the Baptismal service on pages 304-305 and in the Confirmation service on
page 417.
The first question: “Will you continue in the Apostles’ teaching
and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in the prayers?” The answer to this, as to all of them, is “I will with God’s help.” That suggests
we need God’s help for all of these tasks.
How, when and where will you fulfill this vow? Obviously, it is
asking us to show up. This is not because it is a sin not to show up, as
the Roman Catholics and some other churches have taught. It is because we need each other in order to live a Christian life. Christianity is
a community religion; you can’t be a Christian by yourself, unless God
has called you specifically to live as a hermit. And even then you need
some contact with a spiritual director.
No, it isn’t a sin to fail to appear in church every time it is open.
But if anyone is going to slide down the slippery slope, this is where it
starts. Our strength in prayer is in numbers, our ability to discern the
will of God is, at least in part, in each other’s voice, and when we are
not attending the sacrament of Eucharist we are missing the opportunity
to encounter God in that way.
The second question: “Will you persevere in resisting
evil, and whenever you fall into sin, repent and return to the Lord?”
How, when and where will you do this? It has been said that the saints
are simply people who know how bad they are and how much help they
need from God to resist temptation.
The second important word is “whenever.” It doesn’t say IF you fall
into sin, it says WHENEVER you fall into sin. As disappointing as
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this thought is, it reminds us that if we think we are supposed to
achieve perfection we are living in the same fantasy I mentioned after
the first question. You and I will fall. The question is, what will we
do, with God’s help?
This calls us to the third and fourth important words, “repent”
and “return.” Repent means to turn around. Return means to turn
again. The word “sin” doesn’t refer to specific bad actions, bad
words or bad thoughts; it refers to whatever harms our relationships
with God and with our neighbors. In order to solve the problem
caused by sin, we need to resolve to live differently (repent) and follow through (return). This is far more easily done in community than
in isolation.
The third question: “Will you proclaim by word and example the
Good News of God in Christ?” If you are like me, the images that
immediately pop into my mind are either someone knocking on my
door with a pamphlet, or someone standing on a street corner with a
pamphlet. Or, if you are like the Jehovah’s Witnesses in Boulder
Creek, someone sitting in a chair with “Watchtower” publications,
though I would question whether their proclamation is good news.
I have actually done that. The problem is that I am an introvert, and such behavior is painful for me. It pushes me way beyond
my comfort zone. If that is what proclamation of the Good News
looks like, and I am required to do it, my Christian life will cause me
unwanted problems. Fortunately, God does not ask for stereotypical
or cut-and-dried programs. God asks us to do what is consistent with
the personality that God, after all, has formed within us. It may be
anything from teaching our children or grandchildren well to speaking to friends, neighbors and coworkers,, to becoming a worldfamous evangelist. (I see that Jesse Duplantis, a televangelist, says
God wants him to “believe” for $54 million to buy a personal jet so
he can go around the world without stopping to refuel. It reminds me
of when Oral Roberts said that if people didn’t give him several million for his ministry God would call him home – i.e., kill him off.
Your response to God’s call is going to be different from that, I
think.)
But it does require some courage to speak in a society that is
somewhat hostile to religion. Be resolved that if people want to get
to know you they are going to find out that you have a Christian
heart.
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The fourth question: “Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself?” Of course you could think this
means you are supposed to make a doormat of yourself. But serving
Christ in a person is a call to looking out for that person’s best
interests, not their selfish ones. What does God want for a person?
Help however you can; remembering that you are also supposed to love
yourself as your neighbor. You are not called to endure toxic relationships without a special grace.
The fifth and final question sounds the most difficult, because it
is the most far-reaching. “Will you strive for justice and peace among
all people, and respect the dignity of every human being?” You would
drop of exhaustion before you got around to all people, or die of old age
before you got to every human being. The proper qualifier here is “all
people that God puts in your path,” and “every human being that God
calls into your life.” It is difficult to find dignity in undignified people.
But God has put an un-erasable dignity in every one of us, even when
we are not expressing it. We need to learn to seek it.
This is the vow we make to throw away all prejudices against
people for their color, their culture, their status in life, their condition of
being, their legal status, their politics, or any other reason people find to
look upon others as less human than they are. We all deserve the equal
opportunity to live and participate in the life of our family and our community, even though it may seem that some of us are rejecting that opportunity or don’t deserve it; remember that God can redeem anyone
and wants to redeem everyone.
It is up to us as followers of Christ to choose to love our
neighbors, fight against their exploitation and dehumanization, insist that they be treated as just as valuable as we are.
These questions follow the Apostles’ Creed as part
of our Baptismal Covenant because that statement of belief
is supposed to affect how we live. If we believe what the
Apostles’ Creed says, then these “how, when and where
questions” are the natural consequence. How, when and
where are we going to express our faith and live the Christian life?
-Blaine
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You got a beef with what’s going on in DC ?
Or you want to add your support to DC action?
Contact them early and often. They really do want to hear from us.
Dianne Feinstein, Senator for CA, Democrat
www.feinstein.senate.gov/public/ (202) 224-3841
Local office: (415) 393-0707
Kamala Harris, Senator for CA, Democrat
www.harris.senate.gov/content/contact-senator (202) 224-3553
Local office: (415) 355 - 9041
Anna Eschoo, Democrat, Representative CA-18 (SLV area)
https://eshoo.house.gov/contact/
(202) 225-8104
Local office: (650) 323-2984, (408) 245-2339, (831) 335-2020
Jimmy Panetta, Democrat, Representative CA-20 (SV area)
https://panetta.house.gov/contact
202-225-2861
Local office: (831) 429-1976
Donald J. Trump, President
www.whitehouse.gov/contact
646-736-1779
If you can't get through...
Just a quick note that many of the voicemail boxes of the senators using the
Washington contact numbers are full. You may have better luck calling
local offices. There are usually several state offices, and you can call any
(or all) of them. You can find these on each senator’s web site.

Rather Write Than Call?
Get some Index Cards & $0.34 stamps. When voicemail boxes are full,
snail mail is our friend. Get ready to send a quick postcard to our representatives. (You can also make your own from 110# card stock, the
back of cereal boxes, etc). Go to the websites above for addresses.
We can also send a message of encouragement to senators and
representatives from other districts and states. Let them know
that we are aware of their actions in Congress. Let them know
which way we want them to govern. Remind them that this is a
country that is by the people, for the people, and of the people. It’s
about all of us.

Don’t forget to Vote
Tuesday, June 5th
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Reclaiming Jesus A Confession of Faith in a Time of Crisis
We are living through perilous and polarizing times as a nation, with a dangerous crisis of moral and political leadership at the highest levels of our government and in our churches. We believe the soul of the nation and the integrity
of faith are now at stake.
It is time to be followers of Jesus before anything else—nationality, political
party, race, ethnicity, gender, geography. Our identity in Christ precedes every
other identity. When politics undermines our theology, we must examine that
politics. The church’s role is to change the world through the life and love of
Jesus Christ. The government’s role is to serve the common good by protecting
justice and peace. When that role is undermined by political leadership, faith
leaders must stand up and speak out. Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. said,
“The church must be reminded that it is not the master or the servant of the
state, but rather the conscience of the state.” It is often the duty of Christian
leaders, especially elders, to speak the truth in love to our churches and to
name and warn against temptations, racial and cultural captivities, false doctrines, and political idolatries—and even our complicity in them. We do so
here with humility, prayer, and a deep dependency on the grace and Holy
Spirit of God. Jesus is Lord. That is our foundational confession. If Jesus is
Lord, then Caesar was not— nor any other political ruler since. We pray, “Thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven” (Matthew 6:10).
Our faith is personal but never private, meant not only for heaven but for this
earth. Applying what “Jesus is Lord” means today is the message we commend
as elders to our churches. We pray that we, as followers of Jesus, will find the
depth of faith to match the danger of our political crisis. The present crisis
calls us to go deeper—deeper into our relationship to God; into our relationships with each other, especially across racial, ethic, and national lines; and
into our relationships with the most vulnerable, who are at greatest risk.
We need to recover the power of confessing our faith. Lament, repent, and
then repair. If Jesus is Lord, there is always space for grace. We believe it is
time to speak and to act in faith and conscience, not because of politics, but
because we are disciples of Jesus Christ—to whom be all authority, honor, and
glory. He is the light in our darkness. “I am the light of the world. Whoever
follows me will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life” (John
8:12).
Signed: Bishop Carroll A. Baltimore, Rev. Dr. Peter Borgdorff, Dr. Amos Brown, Rev.
Dr. Walter Brueggemann, Dr. Tony Campolo, Dr. Iva Carruthers, Bishop Michael
Curry, Rev. Dr. James Forbes, Rev. Wesley Granberg-Michaelson, Dr. Cynthia Hale,
Rev. Dr. Richard Hamm, Rev. Dr. Joel Hunter, Rev. Dr. Jo Anne Lyon, WBishop
Vashti McKenzie, Rev. Dr. Otis Moss, Jr., Dr. John Perkins, Bishop Lawrence Reddick,
Fr. Richard Rohr, Dr. Ron Sider, Rev. Jim Wallis, Rev. Dr. Sharon Watkins, Dr. Barbara illiams-Skinner, Bishop Will Willimon
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I. WE BELIEVE each human being is made in God’s image and likeness.
Racial bigotry is a brutal denial of the image of God in some of the children
of God. THEREFORE, WE REJECT the resurgence of white nationalism and
racism in our nation on many fronts, including the highest levels of political
leadership. We reject white supremacy and commit ourselves to help dismantle the systems and structures that perpetuate white preference and advantage. Any doctrines or political strategies that use racist resentments,
fears, or language must be named as public sin.
II. WE BELIEVE we are one body. In Christ, there is to be no oppression
based on race, gender, identity, or class. THEREFORE, WE REJECT misogyny, the mistreatment, violent abuse, sexual harassment, and assault of
women being further revealed in our culture and politics, including in our
churches, and the oppression of any other child of God.
III. WE BELIEVE how we treat the hungry, the thirsty, the naked, the
stranger, the sick, and the prisoner is how we treat Christ himself. THEREFORE, WE REJECT the language and policies of political leaders who would
debase and abandon the most vulnerable children of God. We strongly deplore the growing attacks on immigrants and refugees; we won’t accept the
neglect of the well-being of low-income families and children. IV. WE BELIEVE that truth is morally central to our personal and public lives. Jesus
promises, “You will know the truth, and the truth will set you free” (John
8:32). THEREFORE, WE REJECT the practice and pattern of lying that is
invading our political and civil life. The normalization of lying presents a
profound moral danger to the fabric of society.
V. WE BELIEVE that Christ’s way of leadership is servant hood, not domination. We support democracy, not because we believe in human perfection,
but because we do not. THEREFORE, WE REJECT any moves toward autocratic political leadership and authoritarian rule. We believe authoritarian
political leadership is a theological danger threatening democracy and the
common good—and we will resist it.
VI. WE BELIEVE Jesus when he tells us to go into all nations making disciples. Our churches and our nations are part of an international community
whose interests always surpass national boundaries. We in turn should love
and serve the world and all its inhabitants rather than to seek first narrow
nationalistic prerogatives. THEREFORE, WE REJECT “America first” as a
theological heresy for followers of Christ. While we share a patriotic love for
our country, we reject xenophobic or ethnic nationalism that places one nation over others as a political goal. Full statement and resources available at
ReclaimingJesus.org
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St. Andrew’s Prayer Chain
Hi! I want to let you know that I’ve been asked
to take charge of the St. Andrew’s Prayer Chain.
If you have a prayer request, please contact me
and I will see that people pray for your request. My contact information is below. If you have an update on a previous request, I’d like to hear about that too!
We are in need of more pray-ers. Would you like to receive
the prayer requests to be praying for them at home? If so,
please contact me with your email address and phone number.
I will usually be sending all requests to every pray-er at once via
email.
My contact information is: Sue Roe, phone 831-609-6737,
email SueMHR@aol.com. If you phone and I’m not at home,
leave a message on my answering machine or with my husband
and I’ll return the call. However, I think email is best, if possible,
so it is written down and I get the message correctly.
Why I am an Episcopalian
Reason # 72
Christ has no hands on earth but ours. We need you to
help us bless the world.
Meg Carter, Diocese of California
From 101 Reasons to be Episcopalian
A Message from the Jesus Movement
This is the first and great commandment and the second is like it: love your
neighbor as yourself. And then in Matthew’s version, he added, he said, on
these two Love of God and Love of Neighbor, hang all the law, all the prophets,
everything that Moses wrote, everything in the holy prophets, everything in
the scriptures, everything that God has been trying to tell the world. Love
God, love your neighbors, and while you’re at it, love yourself.
Now someone once said that Jesus began the most revolutionary movement in
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all of human history, a movement grounded in the unconditional love of God
for the world.
A movement mandating people to live that love. And in so doing, to change not only
their lives but the very life of the world itself.
I’m talking about some power, real power. Power to change the world.
An excerpt from Rev. Michael Curry’s sermon at the Royal Wedding
https://www.episcopalnewsservice.org/2018/05/19/video-text-presiding-bishopsroyal-wedding-sermon/

Christening and Launch Party
Join us for the all-Parish launch of the good
ship Madida, Blaine Hammond, Cpt., as he
sails off into retirement. Saturday, June 16
starting at 8am. Santa Cruz Harbor (North side, at the Hand
Launch near “F” Dock.) We Anglicans are richly endowed with
appropriately celebratory nautical liturgy, of course, so we will
have a very brief service which will culminate with a launch —
champagne and all. Then we can all raise a glass to Elizabeth,
Blaine, and if she floats, Baby Madida. (Champagne or sparkling
juice provided by the boat builders.). Afterwards, if you care to,
we can step over to Aldo’s for a breakfast (Dutch treat) by the
lawn at harbor-side, and after that, if you’re up for it, the St. Andrew’s Fleet will take you for a row around the Harbor. Please let
us know if you can come, because we need a head count for bubbly and for breakfast. Text or email the Senior Warden at 831239-8064 or mfreeman@cruzio.com.
Search Committee Update
The Search Committee met with Matt Cameron this week.
Matt is from the Diocese and helps committees work through the
interview process . The committee is reviewing applications received and will begin the interview process soon.
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Angel in the Kitchen
Feel’n good when cook’n
Sharing the love of God through your love of
cooking

Fresh Basil Pesto Recipe
Basil pesto darkens when exposed to air, so to store, cover tightly
with plastic wrap making sure the plastic is touching the top of the
pesto and not allowing the pesto to have contact with air. I prefer to
add a layer of oil on top of the pesto. The pesto will stay greener
longer that way.
INGREDIENTS
2 cups fresh basil leaves, packed (can sub half the basil leaves with
baby spinach)
1/2 cup extra virgin olive oil
1/3 cup pine nuts (can sub chopped walnuts)
3 garlic cloves, minced (about 3 teaspoons)
1/4 teaspoon salt, more to taste
1/8 teaspoon freshly ground black pepper, more to taste
Using a hot water bath for 4 oz. Jars and lids to clean jars.
1 Pulse basil and pine nuts in a food processor: Place the basil
leaves and pine nuts into the bowl of a food processor and pulse a
several times.
2: Add the garlic and cheese: Add the garlic and Parmesan or
Romano cheese and pulse several times more. Scrape down the sides
of the food processor with a rubber spatula.
3 Stream in the olive oil: While the food processor is running,
slowly add the olive oil in a steady small stream. Adding the olive oil
slowly, while the processor is running, will help it emulsify and help
keep the olive oil from separating. Occasionally stop to scrape down
the sides of the food processor.
4 Stir in salt and freshly ground black pepper, add more to taste.
5 pour sauce into jars: Leave enough room to top off with oil to
seal the sauce from room air. Cover with plastic and screw on the lid.
After cooling, place in the freezer. I label my jars with the date I
processed the sauce.
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Date

Time

Event

Location

6/3

8a/10a

Holy Eucharist Rite I/Folk Mass

Sanctuary

6/4

6:30p

AA

Upstairs Parish Hall

6/6

5:15p

Evening Prayer

Sanctuary

7:00p

Choir Practice

Sanctuary

8a

Men’s Breakfast

Rocky’s Cafe

Holy Eucharist/Rite I-Holy Eucharist Rite II

Sanctuary

6/9

6/10 8a/10a

VCUM Food Blessing-Bring in non perishables
6/11

6:30p

AA

Upstairs Parish Hall

6/13

5:15p

Evening Prayer

Sanctuary

6:30p

Girl Scouts

Sanctuary

7:00p

Choir Practice

Sanctuary

6/16

3:30p

Willowbrook Service–meet in church parking Off site
lot at 3:00p to carpool

6/17

8a/10a

Holy Eucharist-RiteI/Rite II

Sanctuary

Choir Appreciation Day-Last Day of Choir
6/18

6:30p

AA

Upstairs Parish Hall

6/20 5:15p

Evening Prayer

Sanctuary

6/23 5:30p

Last Chance Music and Wine Festival

Church

6/21

Vestry Meeting

Parish Hall

Holy Eucharist-Rite II (one service only

Sanctuary

Luncheon Honoring Rev. Blaine (his last
Sunday with us)

Parish Hall

6/25 6:30p

AA

Upstairs Parish Hall

6/27 5:15p

Evening Prayer

Sanctuary

Girl Scouts

Parish Hall

6:45

6/24 10a
12p

6:30p
6/30

Blaine’s Last Day

St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church
PO Box 293
Ben Lomond, CA 95005
831.336.1069 staoffice@sbcglobal.net
saintAndrew’sbenlomond.org
Where God is worshiped and the people are fed

12

